INTERIM  REPORT  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Dawley  Urban  District 
for  the  year  1940 


Mr* Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


For  the  second,  year  in  succession 
the  Ministry  of  Health  has  decided  that  the  Annual  Report 
shall  he  presented  in  the  abridged  form  of  an  Interim  Report, 
this  replacing  the  usual  statistical  survey  of  the  District. 
While  a progressive  policy  of  public  health,  such  as  had  been 
carried  out,  particularly  in  the  latter  years  of  the  thirties 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  maintained  on  account  of  scarcity 
of  labour  and  material,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  main- 
tain the  level  reached,  and  as  soon  as  conditions  will  permit 
progress  should  again  bo  made. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  had  to  contend  not  only  with 
depleted  staff,  but  also  with  a steady  flow  of  new  respon- 
sibilities. These  new  duties  have  entailed  much  consideration 
in  their  administration  at  the  expense  of  greatly  lengthened 
office  hours.  However  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
practical  results  obtained  have  been  very  satisfactory.  In 
addition  to  carrying  out  the  duties  in  relation  to  general 
public  health,  the  following  services  have  been  addeds- 
control  of  staff  to  deal  with  contaminated  foods,  a system  of 
salvage  recovery,  formation  of  a fire-fighting  service,  and 
of  a corps  prepared  to  carry  out  such  repairs  as  may  occur  to 
reads  and  sewers  as  a result  of  enemy  action.  For  this  last 
service  a large  supply  of  material  has  been  stocked,  sufficient 
to  meet  such  needs  as  can  be  reasonably  visualised. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes  this  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing him  for  his  close  collaboration  in  carrying  out  the  duties 
of  the  public  health  of  the  District  during  the  Year. 

POPULATION  At  the  beginning  of  the  War  the  official  evacuation 
scheme  provided  for  this  District  to  receive  a number  of 
evacuees,  which  in  this  instance  comprised  mothers  with  young 
children,  The  incomers  did  not  settle  well,  and  within  a short 
time  of  their  arrival,  there  was  some  movement  towards  a return 
to  their  homes.  By  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  entire  party 
had  left  the  District, 

At  no  time  has  Dawley  boon  capable  of  receiving  a large  excess 
quota  of  population  as  the  normal  housing  facilities  have  never 
been  abundant.  Nevertheless  at  the  end  of  1940  there  was  shown 
to  be  a rise  In  the  resident  population  of  some  10?o,  This  could 
bo  accounted  for  by  the  presence  of  the  following  groups s- 
voluntary  evacuees  - those  coming  from  bombed  areas  to 
relations  in  the  town,  and  a certain  number  following  military 
movement  - labourers,  engaged  In  works  of  National  importance 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  land  workers  who  served  a district 
which  extended  in  some  Instances  to  as  far  as  10  miles  from  the 
centre  of  the  Town.  In  addition,  the  wide  distribution  of 
service  personnel,  necessitated  that  the  Town  should  receive  a 
shore  and  provide  accomodation. 

EMERGENCY  LABORATORY  This  is  now  fully  established  in 
’/e'l  ling  ton  'and  has  been  a great  convenience  in  providing  facil- 
ities for  the  speedy  examination  of  minor  bacteriological 
specimens.  The  Doctor  in  charge  is  also  available  for  consul- 
tation in  matters  relating  to  the  control  of  infectious  disease. 

A«-R.P.  Some  forty  shelters  have  been  constructed,  and  these  arc 
considered  to  be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  District.  These 
shelters  are  controlled  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  are 
cleaned  at  regular  Intervals. 
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MORTUARY  AC G OMODATI ON  For  emergency  purposes  an  old  cottage 
has . been  adapted.  Alterations  including  the  laying  on  of 
water  and  the  provision  of  four  slabs  have  been  made. 

WATER  SUPPLY  It  has  boon  anticipated  that  this  service  would 
leave  been  augmented  by  the  putting  into  operation  of  the 
recently  completed  works  at  Bockbury,  but  tho  unsettled  con- 
ditions of  the  Country  did  not  allow  main  connections  to  bo 
made  as  speedily  as  had  been  planned.  The  district  therefore 
had  to  continue  with  a supply  which,  in  tho  most  favourable 
circumstances  has  its  limitations,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Year,  in  the  months  of  January  and  February,  there  was  a 
shortage  which  called  for  great  care  in  controlling*  It  is 
hoped  that  the  necessity  for  delay  will  be  overcome,  and  that 
within  a few  months  time  the  Bockbury  well  will  be  in  use# 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  recently  directed  attention  to  the 
need  for  giving  consideration  to  the  establishment  of  water 
undertakings  on  a broader  scale  than  heretofore  i.e.  on  the 
principle  of  Inter-Authority  working,  and  in  this  connection 
it  might  bo  convenient  to  consider  the  possibility  of  an 
auxiliary  supply  from  the  Shifnal  area*  The  difficulties  in 
securing  such  linkage  do  not  appear  to  be  great. 

The  Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  requiring  the  installation 
of  apparatus  for  the  chlorination  of  supplies  serving  populat- 
ions of  over  one  thousand  did  not  affect  this  district,  as  this 
precautionary  measure  had  been  taken  some  time  ago* 

The  consumption  for  the  year  including  water  used  f-ar  trade 
purposes,  sewer  flushings,  etc*,  works  out  at  14*27  gallons  per 
head  per  day,  as  against  12,44  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  the 
previous  year.  This  increase  may  be  partly  due  to  Fire  Service 
Exercises.  These  figures  are  based  on  a population  of  8,000. 
The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  was  55,990,000  gallons,  of 
which  14,312,000  gallons  were  sold  to  outside  authorities, 
'Wellington  R*D*C.  and  Oakengates  U.D.C. 

Frequent  periodical  samples  of  water  are  taken  and  examined 
bacteriologically  by  the  analyst  at  Harper  Adams  College, 
Newport.  Tests  are  made  at  regular  intervals  for  chlorination, 
and  the  reports  are  good, 

SEWERS  AND  SEWERAGE  No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the 
course  of  the  year.  Drains  have  been  opened  where  necessary 
and  certain  minor  improvements  have  been  made. 

The  Disposal  Scheme  for  the  District,  the  large  scale  Improve- 
ment of  which  had  to  be  postponed,  at  present  gives  rise  for 
some  concern;  this  particularly  in  that  part  situated  in. tho 
Castle  Fields  area,  A diversion  from  this  outfall  has  had  to 
be  made  to  the  Stirchley  Pools  and  despite  the  closest  super- 
vision control  becomes  increasingly  difficult. 

HOUSING-  Beyond  maintaining  property  at  such  standard  as  the 

present  conditions,  with  shortage  of  building  material  and 
labour,  will  allow,  no  change  in  housing  has  taken  place. 

There  is  a large  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  homes,  and 
this  shows  no  diminution. 

During  the  year  no  houses  or  property  of  other  description  have 
been  built  and  none  have  been  condemned.  Notice  has  been  taken 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  recommendation,  as  to  the  licencing 
of  condemned  property,  still  standing  and  capable  of  being  made 
fit  for  human  habitation,  without  detriment  to  health,  but  as. 
yet  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  grant  such  license  in  any 
case. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  the  general  standard  of 
care  of  Council  House  tenants  is  satisfactory;  a small  percent- 
age of  these  persons  however  require  close  supervision.  While 
a certain  amount  of  overcrowding  is  known  to  exist  in  the 
district  it  has  not  been  of  such  degree  in  any  particular  case 
as  to  warrant  any  action  by  the  Council.  Again  no  case  of 
complaint  regarding  the  charging  of  extortionate  rent  has 
necessitated  proceedings* 
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SCAVENGING  A weekly  service  ie  p-rovi/ied  Irf  irteatia  of  -two  motor 
and  two  horse- driven  vehicles*  The  places  for  disposal  are 
varied  seasonally:  in  summer  more  inaccessible  tips  at  pits 
are  used,  while  in  winter  the  Council’s  main  works  close  to 
the  Town- centre  receive  the  refuse.  The  tipping  is  controlled 
according  to  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  requirements* 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL  No  slaughtering  of  animals  to  servo  the 
food  requirements  of  the  local  inhabitants  is  now  carriod  out 
in  the  district.  Such  supplies  come  from  the  central  abattoir 
at  Shrewsbury.  All  meat  brought  into  the  area  is  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  examination  is  made 
where  necessary. 

There  is  one  bacon  factory  where  killing  and  curing  takes 
place.  During  the  course  of  the  year  little  food  has  had  to 
be  condemned  and  no  alterations  have  had  to  be  made  at  premises 
used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food-stuffs. 

While  the  universal  shortage  of  imported  fruits  has  boon  felt 
more  acutely  in  this  Town  than  in  others  in  the  North-East 
District  the  close  proximity  of  local  markets  in  neighbouring 
towns  helps  considerably  to  remedy  any  possible  shortage  of 
vitamins  by  the  abundance  of  fresh  vegetables  available. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  No  alterations  or  improvements  have  been 
made  during  the  course  of  the  year  in  any  premises  used  for 
the  production  and  sale  of  milk.  Although  the  number  of 
accredited  producers  is  small,  the  general  standard  of  clean- 
liness is  reported  to  be  average. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  The  end  of  1940  saw  the  completion  of  the 
‘first  year  for  which  a return  could  be  made  of  notifications  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough.  During  the  twelve  months  both 
diseases  were  present  in  the  District,  and  the  numbers  for  each 
were  very  similar.  In  the  case  of  measles  however,  the  disease 
manifested  itself  very  evenly  over  the  whole  period;  no  month 
predominating  in  any  marked  Increase  of  frequency  of  notif- 
ication, Whooping  cough  w as  confined  to  the  last  five  months 
and  showed  an  increase  towards  the  end  of  the  year  but  there 
v/as  no  tendency  to  have  epidemic  conditions. 

Diphtheria  accounted  for  tVC  cases  in  the  month  of  April,  the 
rest  of  the  year  being  free.  This  was  one  case  more  than  In 
i939  but  the  return  is  very  satisfactory  and  again  reflects  the 
benefit  of  the  earlier  campaign  of  prophylaxis.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports  that  64  children  have  been  immunised  during 
the  twelve  months,  and  as  the  scheme  now  provides  for  service 
to  the  under  school  age  group  it  is  expected  that  the  above 
number  will  be  below*  average. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  present  but  in  small  numbers  only;  four  cases 
being  reported,  the  same  as  for  1939. 

There  was  a three  fold  Increase  in  the  notification  for  Pneumonia 
which  rise  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  severity  of  the  winter 
reacting  on  the  more  aged. 

Certain  diseases  are  usually  associated  with  v/ar  and  emergency 
conditions,  and  in  this  connection  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Typhoid  Fever  occured.  Fortunately 
both  of  the  above  were  limited  in  number,  and  in  the  case  of 
typhoid  there  was  an  association  with  cases  occuring  in 
neighbouring  districts.  Prophylaxis  giving  protection  against 
the  enteric  group  was  offered  to  persons  working  in  the  area  of 
localisation  of  outbreak  but  there  were  few  requests  for  treat- 
ment. This  service  is  however  available  and  can  be  put  into 
practice  at  short  notice  should  the  occasion  demand. 

Notifications  for  all  groups  of  Tuberculosis  showed  a slight 
rise.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  movement  of  population 
and  as  the  rise  is  limited,  should  return  to  the  normal  for  the 
district  on  cessation  of  uncontrolled  immigration. 

Again  this  movement  of  population  may  bo  responsible  for  a 
generalised  increase  in  the  frequency  of  contageous  skin 
disease.  Although  not  particularly  marked  in  this  area,  the 
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wide  spread  nature  of  the  distribution  merits  its 
recognition.  The  particular  skin  disease,  scabies,  has 
boon  the  most  difficult  to  control  locally,  but  with  the 
County  Authority  taking  interest  in  the  matter  adequate 
provision  should  become  available  to  deal  with  the 
complaint. 


(signed)  W . A . M . 8 TEWART 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


